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UNITEENBATTLESODDSTOWIN£6kAWARD

It’s been
stressful,
but I don’t
give up...

marketing at Robert
Gordon University,
inset, in Aberdeen.

In September she
goes to Germany for

six months and next
year hopes to get a

placement to study in
London. She said: “I’ll be

using my scholarship money to
pay the rent wherever I go. I
love to travel and I’m happy
travelling alone.”

The student — who hears
with a tiny Baha aid which is
snapped on to a screw in her
head — has impeccable speech
thanks to years of therapy. Her

new hearing aid is so discreet
it blends in with her hair col-
our, but mum Louise remem-
bers nights sewing Alice bands
over Lucy’s hearing aid so
she’d look her best as a baby.

Lucy credits family and
friends for making her the cou-
rageous woman she is.

Lucy said: “I’ve had a stress-
ful 19 years and now I’ve got a
summer job, working with the
public and moving abroad on
my own to a country where I
don’t know anyone.

“I’m making the most of my
life and I’m loving it.”

yvonne.bolouri@the-sun.co.uk

By YVONNE BOLOURI

A BRAVE teenager who
has had a lifelong bat-
tle with Treacher Col-
lins syndrome has won
a £6,000 award to
help her with her univ-
ersity studies.

Lucy Ritchie faced an uphill
struggle after she was born
profoundly deaf and disfigured
— then discovered she was
dyslexic.

Medics warned her parents
that Lucy would face severe
difficulties, including breathing
issues, throughout her life.

But thanks to her determ-
ination Lucy is working for a
degree, travels abroad on her
own and is preparing for fur-
ther studies in Germany.

And now, Lucy, 19, of Newton
Mearns, near Glasgow. has won
the inaugural Cochlear UK
Anders Tjellstrom Scholarship
Award and £6,000.

Courageous
She said: “My parents

brought me up to know
that it doesn’t matter
what you look like
or what anyone else
thinks.”

Mum Louise, 46,
and dad Brian, 48,
a finance director,
along with her
brother Cameron, 17,
and 12-year-old sister
Katie, are ecstatic at her
achievements.

Lucy laughed: “I decided to
enter when I was given a form
on my last visit to Yorkhill. I
forgot about it and only applied
at the last minute. Then I got
an email telling me I’d won.
I’m delighted.”

She is studying for a degree
in business management and

It’s beenBy YVONNE BOLOURI

HAPPY FAMILY . . . with mum Louise, above,
and, left, with her siblings Cameron and Katie
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SYNDROME
AFFECTS

THE BONES
TREACHER Collins syndrome
affects the development of bones
and other facial tissue which
means that Lucy was born without
external ears and with small
cheekbones, jaw and chin and
restricted airways.
Mum Louise said: “When she
was born she was a bit of a mess.
We knew immediately she was
deaf because she had no ears and
huge breathing problems, so we
probably thought that she’d never
be able to live independently.”
But Lucy refuses to buckle
under. She said: “A lot of people
who probably have this or other
disabilities might say that they’ve
been bullied. In all fairness I can’t
really say that I was on a daily
basis because I wasn’t.
“I’ve had around 20 operations
over the years and that’s left me
traumatised at the thought of sur-
gery. At my last appointment I
walked out before they could give
meananaesthetic. I couldn’t face it.”

OLD PALS . . . Lucy
with lifelong friends
Hayley MacPherson

and Megan McFarlane


